Department of Public Safety
Annual Uniform Crime Report

PROUD OF THE LOWEST
CRIME RATE IN THE NATION
SINCE 1972

ARCH A. MOORE, JR. W. F. DONOHOE
GOVERNOR SUPERINTENDENT



COMPILED BY
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC SAFETY
UNIFORM CRIME REPORTING SECTION
725 JEFFERSON ROAD
SOUTH CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA
25309



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
GOVERNOR ARCH A. MOORE. JR.

West Virginia has the distinction of retaining the lowest crime ratein
the Nation for the year 1985. I applaud the entire law enforcement
community and specifically dedicate this edition of Crime In West

Virginia for 1985 to the dedicated police officers who paid the supreme
sacri%we for the collective well being of all West Virginians.

Patrolman John Raymond Tucker served the citizenry of Fort
Gay, Wayne County, West Virginia for approximately 10 years.

On April 20, 1985, at approximately 9:00 P. M., Patrolman Tucker,
while parked running radar, sustained a single shotgun blast to the left
side of his body causing death.

Patrolman Tucker is survived by his wife, Frankie Lynn Tucker and

his three children, Crystal Lynn Tucker, age 9; Amanda Kay Tucker, age
4 and John Edward Tucker, age 12.

Trooper Jonathan David Harris served the citizenry of West
Virginia for six years, eleven months and twenty-nine days.

On July 11, 1985, at approximately 6:15 P. M., Trooper Harris, while
responding to a burglar alarm and traveling South on State Route 20 near
Buckhannon, West Virginia, was involved in an automobile accident
causing his immediate death.

Trooper Harris is survived by his wife, Joyce Angus and daughter,
Natalie Joy, age 10.

May we always remember.

M&/mi .

ARCH A. MOORE,
GOVERNOR
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The Honorable Arch A. Moore, Jr.
Governor of West Virginia

State Capitol Building
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Dear Governor Moore:

I am pleased to submit the Fourteenth Annual Report on Crime
in West Virginia. This report is constructd and delivered in
accordance with Chapter 15, Article 2, Section 24 of the Code of
West Virginia. The information is based on statistics submitted
on a monthly basis by law enforcement agencies within West
Virginia for the year of 1985.

The purpose of this report is to provide reliable data of a
comprehensive nature to the criminal justice community. It is
the intent of the legislation and our hope that both the graphic
and statistical representations of crime factors will be an aid
to law enforcement personnel in planning crime prevention
activities throughout the entire State of West Virginia.

In accordance with your directive, Governor, I am dedicating
this report to all law enforcement officers and other public
officials who have participated in and assisted the Uniform Crime
Reporting Program in West Virginia. Without the meaningful input
and interest of the law enforcement community in West Virginia,
we would neither enjoy the lowest crime rate in the nation nor
would this report have been possible.

Sincerely youps,

L2 )
COLONEL W. F. DONOHOE
SUPERINTENDENT
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INTRODUCTION

The West Virginia Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program is a statewide uniform
method of collecting crime statistical data, under the direction of the Uniform Crime
Reporting Division, West Virginia Department of Public Safety. Its purpose is two-fold:

1. To provide a consolidated annual report concerning crime in West Virginia, and

2. To report state-wide crime statistics from a single agency to the Federal Bureau
of Investigation

National Uniform Crime Reporting Program

The counterpart of all state-wide UCR programs is the National UCR Program
under the direction of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. This National program was the
result of a need for nation-wide uniform compilation of law enforcement statistics.
Uniform Crime Reports were first collected in 1930 after being developed by a committee
of the International Association of Chiefs of Police. Today the IACP continues to serve in
an advisory capacity to the FBI in its operation of the UCR program.

In the last several years the FBI has been actively assisting individual states in the
development of state-wide programs for the collection of law enforcement statistics.
Although individual UCR programs may vary from state to state, all state programs must
be compatible with the National UCR Program. Presently there are 41 operational state-
level UCR Programs. Crime statistics submitted by individual law enforcement agencies
from all fifty (50) states, whether reported through state-level UCR programs or directly to

the FBI, are presented annually in the FBI's Uniform Crime Reports publication, Crime In
the United States.

West Virginia Uniform Crime Reporting Program

Taking advantage of the invaluable assistance provided, West Virginia developed its
own state-wide program for collection of law enforcement statistics.

Purpose and Objectives
The fundamental objectives of the West Virginia UCR Program are:

1. Inform the Governor, Legislature, other government officials, and the public

as to the nature of the crime problem in West Virginia - its magnitude and its
trends.

2. Provide the FBI with complete UCR data to be included in the National crime
reports.

3. Provide law enforcement administrators with the best possible data available
to help combat individual problem areas.

4. Determine who commits crimes by age, sex, race and ethnic origin and by other
attributes in order to find the proper focus for crime prevention and enforcement.

5. Provide base data and statistics to measure the workload and effectiveness of
West Virginia's Criminal Justice System, to measure the effect of prevention
and deterence programs, and to assist in the assessment of social and other
causes of crime for the development of theories on criminal behavior.

1



Development

The West Virginia Legislature in the Criminal Identification Bureau Act of 1971
established the Uniform Crime Reporting Statute.

Criminal Identification Bureau Act of 1971
Chapter 15, Article 2, Section 24, Sub-Section |

(i) All state, county and municipal law enforcement agencies shall submit to the
bureau uniform crime reports setting forth their activities in connection with law
enforcement. It shall be the duty of the bureau to adopt and promulgate rules and
regulations prescribing the forms, general content, time and manner of submission of
such Uniform Crime Reports. Willful or repeated failure by any state, county or municipal
law enforcement official to submit the Uniform Crime reports as required in this article
shall constitute neglect of duty in public office. The Bureau shall correlate the reports
submitted to it and shall compile and submit to the governor and the legislature semi-
annual reports based on such reports. A copy of such:reports shali be furnished to all
prosecuting attorneys and law enforcement agencies.

The responsibility and authority for collection and dissemination of UCR data was

given to the West Virginia Department of Public Safety (State Police). This program
became operational January 1, 1972,

Reporting Procedure

Under the West Virginia UCR Statute, law enforcement agencies are required to
submit specified Uniform Crime Reports. The necessary information for each of the
required reports is gathered from each agency’s record of complaints, investigations and
arrests. Offenses are recorded by the municipality and county in which they occur.
Municipal law enforcement agencies report those crimes which occur within the cities,

county sheriff's departments and state police report those crimes which occur within the
counties but outside of the cities.

Uniform crime reports are submitted on a monthly basis. Law enforcement

agencies report the number of offenses known to them in the following Part | crime
categories: . .

(1) Criminal Homicide

(2) Forcible Rape

(3) Robbery

(4) Felonious Assault

(5) Breaking and Entering
(6) Larceny

(7) Motor Vehicle Theft

Arson became the eighth crime.index offense in 1979, however, these statistics are
coliected in a supplemental form and are shown separately.

In addition, law enforcement agencies report on a monthly basis supplemental
offense information such as the value of property stolen and recovered, the circumstances
surrounding homicides and rapes, the age, sex, race and ethnic origin of all persons
arrested, and police disposition of juveniles. Police employee data is collected on an
annual basis. Information on Domestic Violence is collected on a monthly basis in
accordance with House Bill 802, which went into effect July 1, 1981. Summary information
on Domestic Violence is included in this addition of Crime in West Virginia.



Verification Process

An obvious concern in the collection of crime statistics from law enforcement
agencies throughout the state is the uniformity and accuracy of data received. All law
enforcement agencies are furnished with the Uniform Crime Reporting Handbook which
outlines in detail the proper procedures for scoring and classifying offenses. However,
program aides such as guides and instructions do not necessarily guarantee the accuracy

and correctness of the reports submitted by the agencies. Additional controls therefore
are necessary.

Each report received by the UCR Section is recorded, examined and verified for
mathematical accuracy and possibly more important for reasonableness. The elimination
of duplication of reporting by agencies receives particular attention. Checks are builtinto
the data processing of the reports to further ensure their validity and accuracy. The UCR
Program, however, is still affected to some degree by problems such as incorrect reports,
incomplete records, misinterpreted data and human error, as are all statistical programs.
In addition, it should be pointed out that there is no way of determining the actual total
number of crimes which are committed. Many criminal acts occur which are not reported
to official sources. It is for this reason the Uniform Crime Reporting Program focuses its
attention on the offenses which are reported to law enforcement agencies.

Inspite of these and other shortcomings, the Uniform Crime Reporting Program still
provides the best information available concerning crime in West Virginia.

Population Data

The computation of crime rates as they appear in this report by municipality, county
and state is based on 1985 population data provided by the Federal Bureau of Investigatior.
through the cooperation and assistance of the United States Bureau of Census



CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

Uniformity in reporting under the West Virginia System is based upon the proper
classification of offenses by police.

The adoption of the Federal System of Uniform Crime Reporting included the
utilization of the offense classifications of that system. Law enforcement in this state has

made accurate application of those classifications in the reports submitted to the West
Virginia Uniform Crime Reporting System. ' '

In view of the need for compatibility with the federal system “offenses” under the
program are not distinguished by designation of “high misdemeanors,” “misdemeanors,”
or violations of municipal ordinances. The explanations of offense classifications may
vary slightly with those employed at the federal level because the language used is that
familiar to law enforcement in this state. However, the major categories of offense
classification remain the same as those employed on the national level.

Part | Offenses

Offense data consists of information that has been extracted from reports of Part |
crimes that have come to the attention of West Virginia law enforcement agencies. In
general, Part | crimes are those serious crimes that are usually reported to law
enforcement agencies. They consist of the following offenses:

Offense Classifications
(1) Homiclide

1a. Murder and Non-Negligent Mansisughter—The unlawful killing of a human
being with malice aforethought.

General Rule—Any death due to a fight, argument, quarrel, assaults or
commission of a crime.

1b. Manslaughter by Negligence—The unlawful killing of a human being, by
another, without malice aforethought.

General Rule—The killing may result from the commission of an unlawful act
or from a lawful act performed with gross negligence. Traffic deaths may be

classified as such when due to gross negligence of someone rather than
the victim.

(2) Forcible Rape
2a. Rape by Force—The carnal knowledge of a female forcibly against her will.

General Rule—Forcible rape of a female but excluding carnal abuse (Statutory
Rape) or other sex offenses.

2b. Assault to Rape-Attempts—All assaults and attempts to rape.

(3) Robbery—The felonious and forcible taking of the property of another, against
his will, by violence or by putting him in fear. Includes all attempts.



4)

3a. Gun-All robberies and attempted robberies involving the use of any type tire-
arms (revolvers, automatic pistols, shotguns, zip guns, rifies, pellet guns, etc.)

3b. Knife or Cutting Instrument—All robberies and attempted robberies
involving the use of cutting or stabbing objects (knife, razor, hatchet, axe,
cleaver, scissors, glass, broken bottle, dagger, ice pick, etc.)

3c. Other Dangerous Weapons—All robberies or attempted robberies when any
other object or thing is used as a weapon. (This includes clubs, bricks,
jack handles, bottles, explosives, acid, etc.)

3d. Strong Arm-Hands, Fists, Feet, Etc.—All Robberies which includes
muggings and similar offenses where no weapon is used, but strong arm tactics
are employed to deprive the victim of his property. This is limited to hands, arms,
fists, feet, etc. As in armed robbery, include all attempts.

Assaults—An assault is an attempt or offer, with unlawful force or
violence, to do physical injury to another.

General Rule—All assaults will be classified in the following categories,
excluding assauits with intent to rob or rape.

4a. Gun—All assaults and attempted assaults involving the use of any type of
firearms. (Revolvers, automatic pistols, shotguns, zip guns, pellet guns, etc.)

4b. Knife or Cutting Instrument—Ali assaults and attempted assaults,
involving the use of cutting or stabbing objects (knife, razor, hatchet, axe,
cleaver, scissors, glass, broken bottle, dagger, ice pick, etc.).

4c. Other Dangerous Weapon—All assaults or attempted assaults when any
other object or thing is used as a weapon. (Clubs, bricks, pick handles, bot-
tles, acid, explosives, lye, poison, scalding water and cases of attempted

. drowning, burning, etc.).

)

4d. Hands, Fists, Feet, Etc.-Felonious—Assaults which are of a felonious
nature when hands, fists, feet, etc., are used. To be classified as felonious
assault, the attack must result in serious personal injury.

4e. Other Assaults-Not Felonious—All offenses of simple assault and assault
and battery.

Breaking and Entering—Unlawful entry or attempted forcible entry of any
structure to commit a felony or larceny.

General Rule—Any unlawful entry or attempted forcible entry of any dwelling
house, attached structure, public building, shop, office, factory, store-

house, apartment, house trailer, warehouse, mill, barn, other building,
houseboat, or railroad car.

NOTE: For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, breaking and entering and
larceny are classified only as breaking and entering, the larceny is ex-
cluded. Breaking and Entering of a motor vehicle is classified as larceny.

5a. Forcible Entry—All offenses where force of any kind is used to enter
unlawfully a locked structure, with intent to steal or commit a felony. This :
includes entry by use of a master key, celluloid, or other device that leaves no
outward mark but is used to open a lock. Concealment inside a building,
followed by the breaking out of the structure is also included.

5b. Unilawful Entry-No Force—Any unlawful entry without any evidence of
forcible entry.
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5c. Attempted Forcible Entry—When determined that forcible entry has been
attempted.

(6) Larceny Theft (Except Auto Theft)—The unlawful taking of the property of
another with intent to deprive him of ownership.

General Rule—All larcenies and thefts resulting from pocket-picking, purse
snatching, shoplifting, larceny from auto, larcenies of auto parts and
accessories, theft of bicycles, larcenies from buildings, and from coin oper-
ated machines. Any theft that is not a robbery or the result of breaking

and entering is included. Embezziement, larceny by bailee, fraud or bad
check cases are excluded.

(7) Motor Vehicle Theft—The larceny or attempted larceny of a motor vehicle.

General Rule—Thefts and attempted thefts of a motor vehicle. This includes
all vehicles which can be registered as a motor vehicle in this state.
Excludes where there is a lawful access to the vehicle, such as a family
situation or unauthorized use by others with lawful access to the vehicle.
(Chauffeur, employees, etc.).

(8) Arson—Include all arrests for violation of State Laws and Municipal Ordinances
relating to arson and attempted arson.

General Rule: Any willful or malicious burning or attempt to burn, with or without
intent to defraud, a dwelling house, public building, motor vehicle or aircraft,
personal property of another, etc. Only fires determined through investigation to
have been willfully or maliciously set are to be classified as arsons. Attempts to

burn should be included, but fires of suspicious or unknown origins shouid not
be reported.

The hierarchy rule will not apply to the offense of Arson. Any other Crime Index
Offense occurring in conjunction with an arson will be reported.

Part It Offenses

Part 1l Offenses are made up of all other crimes not classified as Part | crimes.
Information on Part 1l offenses is only reported when an arrest has been made. Part ||
crimes for UCR purposes are as follows:

(9) Other Assaults—This class is comprised of all assaults and attempted
assaults which are simple or minor in nature. These “Other Assaults” are
also scored on Return A under item 4e as an Offense Known to Police.

However, for the purpose of this return, arrests for this offense are scored
in this class.

(10) Forgery and Countertfeiting—In this class all offenses dealing with the

making, altering, uttering or possessing, with intent to defraud, anything false
in the semblance of that which is true.

Include: Altering or forging public or other records. Making, altering, forging,
or counterfeiting bills, notes, drafts, tickets, checks, credit cards, etc.

Counterfeiting coins, plates, bank notes, checks, etc.

Possessing or uttering forged or' counterfeiting instruments.

Signing the name of another or fictitious person with intent to defraud.
Al attempts to commit any of the above.



(11) Fraud—Fraudulent conversion and obtaining money or property by faise

pretense. includes bad checks, confidence games, etc., except forgeries
and counterfeiting.

(12) Embezziement—Misappropriation or misapplication of money or property
entrusted to one's care, custody or control.

(13) Stolen Property: Buying, Recelving, Possessing—Include in this class all
offenses of buying, receiving, and possession of stolen property, as well as
all attempts to commit any of these offenses.

(14) Vandalism—Include in this class all willful or malicious destruction, injury,
disfigurement or defacement of any public or private property, reai or per-
sonal, without consent of the owner or person having custody or control,
by cutting, tearing, breaking, marking, painting, drawing, covering with filth, or
any other such means as may be specified by law or ordinance. This offense
covers a wide range of malicious behavior directed at property.

(15) Weapons: Carrying, Possessing, Etc.
This class deals with violations of weapons laws such as:
Manufacture, sale or possession of deadly weapons.
Carrying deadly weapons.
Furnishing deadly weapons to minors.
Aliens possessing deadly weapons. All attempts to commit thie above.

(16) Prostitution and Commaerclalized Vice—Include in this class the sex offenses
of a commercialized nature, such as:

Prostitution
Keeping bawdy house, disorderly house, or house of ill repute.

Pandering, procuring, transporting or detaining women for immoral purposes,
etc.

All attempts to commit any of the above.

(17) Sex Offenses—Except forcible rape, prostitution and commercialized vice.
Include offenses against chastity, common decency, morals, and the like.

Adultery and fornication

Buggery

Incest - (No Force)

Indecent Exposure

Sodomy

Statutory Rape-(No Force)

All attempts to commit any of the above.



(18) Narcotic Drug Laws—Narcotic drug law arrests are requested on the basis

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

of the narcotics used. Include all arrests for violations of State and Local
Ordinances, specifically those relating to the unlawful possession, sale, use,
growing, manufacturing and making of narcotic drugs. Make the following
subdivisions of narcotic drug law arrests.

Opium or cocaine and their derivatives
Morphine, heroin, codeine

Marijuana

Synithetic narcotics, manufactured narcotics which can cause true drug
addiction.

Demerol, methadones

Dangerous non-narcotic drugs
Barbiturates, benzedrine

Gambling—Ail charges which relate to promoting, permitting or engaging
in gambling. To provide a more refined collection of gambling arrests, the
following breakdown should be furnished:

Bookmaking (Horse and sport books)
Numbers and lottery

All other

Offenses Against the Family and Children—Included here are all charges of
non- support and neglect or abuse of family ‘and children.

Desertion, abandonment, or non-support
Neglect or abuse of child
Non-payment of alimony

Driving Under the Influence—This class is limited to the driving or operating
of any vehicle while drunk or under the influence of liquor or narcotic drugs.

Liquor Laws—With the exception of “Drunkenness” (Class 23) and “Driving
Under the Influence” (Class 21), liquor law violations, State or Local, are
placed in this class. Do not include Federal violations. Include: Manufacturing,
sale, transporting, furnishing, possession, etc.

Maintaining unlawful drinking places
Bootlegging

Operating still

Furnishing liquor to a minor

Using vehicle for illegal transportation of liquor

Drunkenness—Included in this class are all offenses of drunkenness or
intoxication, with the exception of “Driving Under the Influence” (Class 21).

Drunk and disorderly
Public intoxication



(24) Disorderly Conduct—In this class, all disorderly persons arrested except those
counted in classes 1 through 23 and class 25 are included.

(25) Vagrancy—Place in this class arrests for disorderly persons when the person is
arrested for failure to give good account of himself.

(26) All Other Offenses—Include in this class every other State or Local offense not
included in classes 1 through 25.

Abduction and compelling to marry

Abortion (Death resulting from abortion is homicide)
Bastardy and concealing death of a basgard

Bigamy and polygamy )
Blackmail and extortion

Bribery

Contempt of Court

Discrimination, unfair competition

Kidnapping

Offenses contributing to juvenile delinquency except as provided for in

classes 1 through 29, such as employment of children in immoral vocations
or practices, admitting minors to improper places, etc.

Perjury and subornation of perjury |

Possession, repair, manufacture, etc., of burglar's tools
Possession or sale of obscene literature:

Unlawful use, possession, etc., of explosives, etc.

(27) Suspicion—Not Reported in West Virginia.

(28) Curfew and Loitering Laws (Juveniles)—Count all arrests made for violations
of local curfew or loitering ordinances.

(29) Runaway (Juvenile)~—Count arrests made by other jurisdictions of runaways
from your jurisdiction. Do not include protective custody actions with respect
to runaways you take for other jurisdictipns. Count only your own local cases.



PROFILE
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

West Virginia, truly deserving of its nickname “Mountain State” possesses an

abundance of resources — natural, educational and recreational — for its citizens and for
vigitors to this fine state.

Bordered by the states of Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio, Kentucky and Virginia,
West Virginia is located between the large population centers of the East and Midwest.

Four principal Metropolitan market areas — New York, Chicago, Philadelphia and Detroit
— are within a 500 mile radius of the state.

Comprised of 55 counties, with a population in 1985 of 1,936,000 and a density of
79.8 persons per square mile, West Virginia is primarily a rural state. Known best as one of
the major coal producing states, West Virginia continues to move to the forefront in terms
of energy production, research, and development. In addition to an increased emphasis
on coal, natural gas liquids and petroleum continue to be important mineral resources.
And in the Ohio and Kanawha River Valleys the chemical industry has become a.major
economic force in the state. Add to these other resources such as metals and high quality

timber from our vast woodlands, and it becomes obvious that West Virginia’s economy is
quite diverse. '

Two areas of improvement West Virginians are quite proud of are in education and
in recreation. Advancements in education include three medical schools, an excellant!aw
school, a greatly expanded statewide College of Graduate Studies, as well as many new
elementary, secondary, vocational and technical schools throughout the state.

In the area of recreation, West Virginia is a state with an exceptional outdoor
recreation base. Its varied topography, climate and resources give it the potential of being
a year-round recreation land serving the people of the Eastern United States. With its fine
fishing streams, picturesque mountains and abundant forest areas, West Virginia's state
parks and forests continue to attract visitors in ever-growing numbers.Skiing has become

a very popular winter activity with the State having 4 major ski resorts to offer people in the
Eastern U.S.

This profile is presented to help the reader gain a better understanding of the state
of West Virginia.
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CRIME FACTORS

Statistics gathered under the Uniform Crime Reporting Program are submitted by
the law enforcement agencies of West Virginia and project a state-wide view of crime.
Awareness of the presence of certain crime factors, which may influence the resulting
volume and type of statistics presented, is necessary if fair and equitable conclusions are
to be drawn. These crime-influencing factors are present, to some degree, in every
community and their presence affects, in varying degrees, the crime experience of that
community. Attempts at comparison of crime figures between communities should not be
made without first considering the individual factors present in each community.

Crime, as an outgrowth of society, remains a social problem of grave concern and
the police are limited in their role to its suppression and detection. As stated by the
President's Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of Criminal Justice in
their report “The Challenge of Crime In A Free Society” (1967-Page 92):

“But the fact that the police deal daily with crime
does not mean that they have unlimited power to
prevent it, or reduce it, or deter it. The police did
not create and cannot resolve the social
conditions that stimulate crime. They did not start
and cannot stop the convulsive social changes
that are taking place in America. They do not enact
the laws that they are required to enforce, nor do
they dispose of the criminals they arrest. The
police are only one part of the criminal justice
system; the criminal justice system is only one part
of the government; and the government is onlyone
part of society. Insofar as crime is a social
phenomenon, crime prevention is the
responsibility of every part of society. The criminal
process is limited to case by case operations, one
criminal or one crime at a time.”

Set forth below are some of the conditions which will, by type and volume, affect the
crime that occurs from place to place:

Density and size of the community population and the metropolitan area of which it
is a part.

Composition of the population with réfer:ence particularly to age, sex, race and
ethnic origin.

Economic status of the population. '

Relative stability of the population, inclu&ing commuters, seasonal, and other
transient types.

Climate, including seasonal weather conditions.
Educational, recreational, and religious characteristics.
Standards governing appointments to the police force.
Policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts.
Attitude of the public toward law enforcement problems.

The Administrative and investigative efficiency of the local law enforcement
agency, including the degree of adherence to crime reporting standards.

1



CRIME INDEX

The tabulations presented in the tables, graphs, and charts in this publication
Indicate the volume and distribution of crime in West Virginia on the basis of a Crime
Index. The crime figures are broken down by municipal, county and state totals.

.. The Uniform Crime Reporting Program utilizes seven crime classifications to
establish an index to measure the trend and distribution of crime in the United States.
These crimes—Murder, Forcible Rape, Robbery, Felonious Assault, Breaking & Entering,
Larceny Theft and Motor Vehicle Theft—are counted by law enforcement agencies as the
crimes become known to them. These crimes were selected for use in the Crime Index
because, as a group, they represent the most common local crime problem. They are all
serlous crimes, either by their very nature or due to the volume in which they occur.
Offenses of Murder, Forcible Rape, Robbery, and Felonious Assault are categorized as

Violent Crimes. Offenses of Breaking & Entering, Larceny-Theft and Motor Vehicle Theft
are classed as Non-Violent Crimes.

The Uniform Crime Reporting Program is based upon a policy of counting only the
most serious offense in situations where multiple offenses have occurred. This rule is
known as the Hierarchy Rule and applies only to crime reporting. With the addition of
Arson as a Part i crime in 1979, however, it was recognized that Arson normally occurs with
other Part | crimes and that important information could be lost by using the Hierarchy
Rule as a guide. Therefore, Arson is reported regardiess of the crime being committed in
conjunction with another Part | offense. Due to complicationsin absorbing Arson data into
the present UCR computer system and due to the newness of statistical data collected,

Arson data is not included in any reference to the Crime Index but is instead reported
separately in another section of this report.

The crime counts set forth in this publications are for actual offenses established by
police investigation. In 1985, 42,538 Crime Index Offenses were known to potice.

Calculation of Rates and Percentages

Monthly and annual Uniform Crime Reports currently received from 319 municipal,
county and state law enforcement agencies in West Virginia represent 100 percent of the

estimated West Virginia population. The Department of Natural Resources submits
through 6 districts, which cover all 55 counties in the State.

The West Virginia State Police maintain at least one detachment in each of the 55
counties throughout the state. Each detachment is mainly responsible for law
enforcement in the rural areas of the respective county. Therefore, there are two law
enforcement agencies (state police and sheriff's department) in each county which serve

"the same area and essentially the same population. Because of this fact, to attempt to
compute a crime rate for each of the agencies would be unreasonable. The problem was
resolved by combining activity reported by both agencies into one category hereafter
referred to in this report as “rural county”. However, the number of offenses and the
percent of offenses cleared is listed separately for each agency.

This report provides police executives with a yardstick with which to measure local
crime problems. To use this report as an administrative tool, data must be converted into
rates and percentages. Simple formulas for this purpose are presented below.

Crime Rates
The most used of all crime statistics is the Crime Index Rate, which refers to the

number of Crime Index offenses per 100,000 inhabitants. It can be calculated by either of
two procedures.

12



One procedure is to divide the number of Crime Index Offenses by the population,
and to multiply the resulit by 100,000.

EXAMPLE:
Crime Rate
1,980 Robberies = .003960%100,000=396.0 Robberies
per 100,000
500,000 Population persons

Another procedure is called the reciprocal method. It can be used to calculate crime
rates for a number of different offense classifications. The reciprocal is determined by

dividing 100,000 by the population. The reciprocal can then be multiplied by the number of
offenses for each crime to determine the rate per 100,000.

EXAMPLE:
Reciprocal Number of Crime Rate
100,000 = .200000 X Robberles = 396.0 Robberies
500,000 population 1,980 per 100,000 persons

All Crime Rates which were calculated for the total number of offenses committed in
the State were based on the number of offenses per 100,000 persons.

However, due to the fact that no city within the State has a population over 100,000,

calculations for each individual contributing agency were based on the number of
offenses per 1,000 persons:

Clearance Rates

For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, a Crime Index Offense is cleared when a
law enforcement agency has identified the offender, there is enough evidence to charge
him and he s actually taken into custody. The arrest of one person can clear several crimes
or several persons may be arrested in the process of clearing one crime.

Crime solutions are also recorded in exceptional circumstances when some

element beyond law enforcement control precludes formal charges against the offender.
An offense may be exceptionally cleared when it falls into one of the following categories:

1. The offender commits suicide.
. A double murder occurs (two persons kill each other).

The offender dies after making a confession (dying declaration).
. The offender is killed by a law enforcement officer.

12 J N F I

. The offender confesses to committing the crime while aiready in custody for
another crime or serving a sentence.

6. The offender is prosecuted in another city for a different crime by federal, state or

local authorities, or for the same offense, and the other jurisdiction refuses to
release the offender.

7. Another jurisdiction refuses to extradite the offender.

13



8. The victim of a crime refuses to cooperate in the prosecution.

9. The offender is prosecuted for a less serious charge than the one for which he
was arrested.

10. The offender is a juvenile who is handled by a verbal or written notice to the
parents in instances involving minor offenses such as petit larceny.

For the year of 1985, 26.2 percent of all iIndex Crimes were cleared as compared to
24.7 percent cleared during 1984. The percentage of Violent Crimes cleared was 66.3
percent in 1985 and 66.8 percent in 1984, while the clearance rate for Property Crimes was
22.9 percent in 1985 and 21.4 percent in 1984.
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CRIME IN WEST VIRGINIA
ANNUAL REPORT SYNOPSIS

1985

POPULATION:
TOTAL
RURAL
MUNICIPAL

LAW ENFORCEMENT EMPLOYEES:
TOTAL
SWORN OFFICERS
CIVILIANS

INDEX CRIME VOLUME:
TOTAL

VIOLENT
MURDER
FORCIBLE RAPE
ROBBERY
FELONIOUS ASSAULT

NON-VIOLENT
BREAKING AND ENTERING
LARCENY-THEFT
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

INDEX CRIME TIME FREQUENCIES:
TOTAL
VIOLENT
MURDER
FORCIBLE RAPE
ROBBERY
FELONIOUS ASSAULT
NON-VIOLENT
BREAKING AND ENTERING
LARCENY-THEFT
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

INDEX CRIME RATE PER 100,000 RESIDENTS:

TOTAL
VIOLENT ..
MURDER. .
FORCIBLE RAPE
ROBBERY
FELONIOUS ASSAULT

16

1,936,000
1,182,703
753,297

1 EVERY 12.4 MINUTES
1 EVERY 2.7 HOURS

1 EVERY 5.1DAYS

1 EVERY 1.0 DAYS

1 EVERY 12.3 HOURS

1 EVERY 4.2 HOURS

1 EVERY 13.4 MINUTES
1 EVERY 45.2 MINUTES
1 EVERY 21.4 MINUTES
1 EVERY 2.8 HOURS

2,197.2
166.0
3.7
18.5
36.9
106.9



NON-VIOLENT 2,081.2

BREAKING AND ENTERING 600.9

LARCENY-THEFT 1,266.5

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 163.7
INDEX CRIME CLEARANCES (RATES):

TOTAL 11,155 (26.2%)

VIOLENT 2,129 }66.3%
MURDER .- 70(98.6%)
FORCIBLE RAPE : 272 (75.8%)
ROBBERY 266 (37.2%)
FELONIOUS ASSAULT 1,523 (73.6%)

NON-VIOLENT 9,026 (22.9%)
BREAKING AND ENTERING 2,322 (20.0%)
LARCENY-THEFT 5,859 (23.9%)
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 845 (26.7%)

INDEX CRIME ARRESTS:

TOTAL 10,603

VIOLENT 1,917
MURDER 81
FORCIBLE RAPE 184
ROBBERY 365
FELONIOUS ASSAULT 1,287

NON-VIOLENT 8,686
BREAKING AND ENTERING 2,418
LARCENY-THEFT . 5,738
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 532

VALUE OF PROPERTY STOLEN:
TOTAL STOLEN $30,860,646
TOTAL RECOVERED $10,894,394 (35.3%)
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS:

KILLED 2

ASSAULTED 174
(WITH PERSONAL INJURY) 48 (27.6%)

ARSON OFFENSES (VALUE OF PROPERTY
DAMAGED):

TOTAL 639 $ 8,288,812
STRUCTURAL 376 $ 5,367,547
MOBILE 215 $ 2,811,200
OTHER 48 110,085

THIS SYNOPSIS OF CRIME IN WEST VIRGINIA FOR 1885 PRESENTS SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION FOR
THE YEAR TO PROVIDE READY REFERENCE TO PERSONS NOT PARTICULARLY INTERESTED INORIN
NEED OF DETAILED STATISTICS OR COMPARISONS.
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WEST VIRGINIA OFFENSE DATA
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CRIME INDEX OFFENSES
1985

The crimes in this group are all serious, either by their very nature or because of the
frequency with which they occur, and present a common enforcement problem to all
police.

A total of 42,538 Crime Index Offenses were reported for 1985.

March recorded the highest number of Crime Index Offenses with 3,816.

There were 2,169.4 Crime Index Offenses per 100,000 population in West Virginia.

The total dollar value of property stolen during commission of Crime Index
Offenses was $30,860,646, of which $10,894,394 was recovered.

A total of 11,157 Crime Index Offenses were cleared by arrest or exceptional
clearance, a clearance rate of 26.2 percent. Adults were involved in 9,382 of the clearances,
and juveniles were involved in 1,775 of the clearances.

There were 10,603 persons arrested for Crime Index Offenses; 8,666 of those
arrested were males, 2,313 were under 18, and 9,250 were white.

Crime Index Offenses can be further categorized as a Violent Crime (Murder,
Forcible Rape, Robbery, and Felonious Assault) or Non-Violent (or Property) Crime

(Breaking and Entering, Larceny-Theft, and Motor Vehicle Theft). Arson is a Property
Crime, but is analyzed separately.

Violent Crimes involve the element of personal confrontation between tiie

perpetrator and the victim and are considered more serious than Property (or Non-
Violent) Crimes.

A total of 3,214 Violent Crimes were reported for 1985.
July recorded the highest number of Violent Crimes with 306.
There were 163.9 Violent Crimes per 100,000 population in West Virginia.

A total of 2,131 Violent Crime Offenses were cleared by arrest or exceptional
clearance, a clearance rate of 66.3 percent. Adults wereinvolved in 1,979 of the clearances.

There were 1,917 persons arrested for Violent Crime Offenses; 1,729 of those
arrested were males, 98 were under 18, and 1,585 were white.

A total of 39,324 non-Violent ( or Property) Crimes were reported for 1985.
March recorded the highest number of Non-Violent Crimes with 3,522.
There were 2,005.5 Non-Violent Crimes per 100,000 population in West Virginia.

A total of 9,026 Non-Violent Crime Offenses were cleared by arrest or exceptiona!
clearance, a clearance rate of 22.9 percent. Adults were involved in 7,403 of the clearances.

There were 8686 persons arrested for Non-Violent Crime Offenses; 6,937 of those
arragted were males, 2,215 were under 18, and 7,665 were white.
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VALUE OF PROPERTY STOLEN
By Type Of Offense

January - December 1985, 1984

VALUE OF PROPERTY STOLEN BY TYPE OPFENSE

CtASSI'IOA'ION

BREAKING AND ENTERINO

JAN THRY

WEST VIRGINIA TOTAL

DEC

»
®  CLASSIFICATION

ERY

M
L »
* NUMBER AMOUNT MBER AMOUNT
: L1t 1] (2 E1]1] u"l.l"l‘..‘l'.l.".l’l..ll'll"ﬂ“Il'l.l"NNII..'ll“'.'l'.llll'.llﬂ"llﬂll.i.llllillll.l.ll.'llllllll
] [
® RESIDENCE-COMMITTED DURING NIGHT 1985 3074 2,030,950 ¥ HIGHWAY 1985 327 93.230 »
" 1984 3,399 2,213,961 » 1984 350 87,836 »
" PERCENT OF CHANOE 9.56- i.09- x PERCENT OF CHANGE  6.57- ¢ 24em
¥ RESIDENCE-COMMITTED DURING DAY 1988 1,594 1,163,200 ¥ COMMERCIAL HOUSE 1985 53 66,442 &
* 1984 1,758 1,345,181 1984 35 28,160 »
* PERCENT OF CHANGE ’.17- 13.53- » PERCENT OF CHANGE  3.64- 135.96¢a
»®
% RESIDENCE-COMMITTED UMKNOWN 1988 2,006 1,627,238 M SERVICE STATION 1985 33 12,709 »
] 1984 2,067 1,273,253 « 1984 41 9.342
. PERCENT OF CHANGE 2.95- 12.09¢ PERCENT OF CHANGE  19.51- 36 04em
¥ NONRESIDENCE-COMMITTED DURING NIGHT 1985 3.479 2,300,927 ® CHAIN STORE 1985 69 33,192 x
x 984 3,577 2,746,952 x 1984 6 ,138 x
. PERCENT OF CHANGE 2.74- 16.13- PERCENT OF CHANGE .55+ 3.280
® NONRESIDENCE-COMMITTED DURING DAY 1988 68 332,345 M RESIDENCE 1985 9% 70,968 «
u 1984 498 339,986 : 1984 97 108,087 »
x PERCENT OF CHANGE 6.02- 2.25- PERCENT OF CHANGE  3.09- 36.36-n
¥ NONRESTDENCE~COMMITTED UNKNOWN 1988 1,013 767,439 % BANK 1988 16 59,505 ¥
* 1984 1,171 875,096 * 1984 21 93,076 x
. PERCENT OF CHANGE  13.49- 12.30- PERCENT OF CHANGE  33.33- 3.07-%
" TOTAL 1988 11,636 8,026,099 N MISCELLANEOUS 1985 - 128 112,925 »
. 1984 12,667  8.792.429 x 1984 107 28,925 ¥
. PERCENT OF CHANGE 6.68- 8.72- PERCENT OF CHANGE  16.82+ 290,410
* " TOTAL 1988 718 448,971 ¥
" " 1984 737 387,562 »
. " PERCENT OF CHANGE  2.99~ 15.84¢x
» . ]
un t L LLLE ] l'.l‘.l.l.ll'..llll.l'l...'li“"l.ll.l.l.
- LARCENY BY CLASSIFICATION x . LARCENY BY VALUE .
¥ CLASSIFICATION NUMDER AMOUNT %  GLASSIFICATION NUMBER AMOUNT ¥
ELL G L [ 1] 249076 30 96 D6 36 M ¢ (311 ':='.l.".ﬂ...l....|.l!.
L ] »
* POCKET-PICKING 1988 231 45,253 X $200 AND OVER 1988 1337 688,291 "
' 1984 2n 815 % 1984 8,730 7,396,858
. PERCENT OF CHANGE  14.76- 3.1s- PERCENT OF CHANGE  4.27- 7.12- "
St PURSE-SNATCHING 1988 194 68,508 % 30 TO $200 1988 8,350 898,816 ¥
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WEST VIRGINIA CRIME INDEX

Five Year Recapitulation of Offenses

1981 - 1985
Number Rate Per
of Percent 100,000 Percent
INDEX OFFENSES Year Offenses Change Population Change
MURDER 1981 118 -15.1 6.0 -15.5
1982 103 -12.7 5.3 -11.7 .
1983 94 -8.7 4.8 -9.4
1984 86 -8.5 4.4 -8.3
1985 71 -17.4 3.7 -16.9
FORCIBLE RAPE 1981 291 -4.3 14,9 -4.5
1982 301 +4.3 15.4 +3.4
1983 259 -13.9 13.2 -14.3
1984 308 +18.9 156.8 +19.7
1985 359 +16.6 185  +1741
ROBBERY 1981 977 +5.6 " 50.1 +5.7
1982 965 -1.2 49.5 -1.2
1983 858 -11.1 43.7 -11.7
1984 737 - -14.1 37.8 +13.5
1985 . 716 -3.0 36.9 . -2.4
FELONIOUS ASSAULT 1981 1,994 -6.8 102.2 -6.8
1982 2,018 +1.2 103.6 +14
1983 2,113 +4.7 107.5. +3.8
1984 2,135 +1.0 109.4 +1.8
1985 2,069 -3.1 - «106.9 -2.3
BREAKING AND ENTERING 1981 14,905 +6.3 764.0 +6.3
1982 13,802 -7.4 708.5 -7.2
1983 13,160 -4.6 669.7 -5.5
1984 12,467 -5.3 638.7 -4.6
19858 11,634, -6.7 600.9 -5.9
LARCENY - THEFT 1981 28,587 +5.5 1,465.2 +5.4
1982 27,503 -3.8 1,411.8 -3.6
1983 26,427 -3.9 1,344.9 -4.7
1984 25,820 -23 1,322.7 -1.7
1985 24,520 -5.0 1,266.5 -4,2
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 1981 3,656 -3.7 187.4 -3.8
- 1982 3,539 -3.2 181.7 -3.0
1983 3,503 -1.0 178.3 -1.9
1984 3,329 -5.0 170.5 -4.4
1985 3,170 -4.8 163.7 -4.0
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VIOLENT CRIME 1981 3,380 -3.6 173.2
1982 3,387 +0.2 173.9
1983 3,324 -1.9 169.2
1984 3,266 1.7 167.3
1985 3,214 -1.6 166.0
NON-VIOLENT CRIME 1981 47,148 +5.0 2,416.6
1982 44,844 -5.1 2,302.0
1983 43,090 -3.9 2,192.9
1984 41,616 3.4 2,132.0
1985 39,324 -5.5 2,031.2
TOTAL FOR WEST VIRGINIA 1981 50,528 +4.3 2,589.8
. 1982 48,231 -4.5 2,475.9
1983 46,414 -3.8 2,362.0
1984 44,882 -3.3 2,299.3
1985 42,538 -5.2 2,197.2

CRIMINAL HOMICIDE - MURDER

DEFINITION

Murder is defined as the unlawful killing of a human being with malice aforethought.
Any death due to a fight, argument, quarrel, assault, or commission of a crime is included.
This index offense is scored by police on the basis of their investigation without regard as
to the findings of a court or jury or the decision of a prosecutor. Attempts to kill and assauit
to kill are scored as felonious assaults and not as rhurder. Suicide, accidental deaths,

justifiable homicides and traffic deaths caused by the negligence of someone other than
the victim are not included.

MURDER SUMMARY
1985

A total of 71 Murder offenses were reported for 1985.

Murders comprised 2.2 percent of the total for the Violent Crime category and 0.2
percent of the total Crime Index Offenses.

October recorded the highest number of murders with 10.
There were 3.7 Murder victims per 100,000 population in West Virginia.

Males accounted for 76.1 percent of the Murder victims; 85.9 percent of the victims
were white.

The largest number of victims, 14, fell in the 30-34 age group category.

Firearms were used in 47 (66.2%) of the Murders reported, with handguns being
used in 25 of those. This is a 13% decrease in firearms being used as a Murder 'weapon .

A total of 70 Murders were cleared by arrest or exceptional clearance, a clearance
rate of 98.6 percent. Adults were involved in 69 of the clearances.

There were 81 persons arrested for Murder offenses; 66 of those arrested were
males, 2 were under 18, and 68 were white.
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Murder Victims by Age, Sex, Race and Ethnic Origin

January - December 1985, 1984
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'FORCIBLE RAPE

DEFINITION

Forcible Rape is the carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will. For
the purpose of Uniform Crime Reporting, rape is divided into two categories: (1) Rape by

Force; and (2) Attempted Rape. Carnal abuse without force (statutory rape) and other sex
offenses are not included.

Forcible Rape differs from other violent crimes in that the victim in many cases, is
hesitant in reporting the offense to police. The rigors of court procedures, embarrassment
and fear of any accompanying stigma have a deterent effect on the victim’s willingness to
make the crime known to police. The presence of a prior relationship between victim and
perpetrator makes the determination of the act of force difficult to establish, and the usual
clandestine nature of the offense presents a problem in verification.

FORCIBLE RAPE SUMMARY
1985
A total of 359 Forcible Rape Offenses were reported for 1985.

Forcible Rapes comprised 11.2 percent of the totat for the Violent Crime Category
and 0.8 percent of the total Crime Index Offenses.

July recorded the highest number of Forcible Rapes with 41.

A total of 272 Forcible Rapes were cleared by arrest or exceptional clearance, a
clearance rate of 75.8 percent. Aduits were involved in 252 of the clearances.

There were 184 persons arrested for Forcible Rape offenses; 182 of those arrested
were males, 10 were under 18, and 143 were white.

Rapes by Force occurred in 281 offenses where as 78 were assaults to Rape.
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ROBBERY

DEFINITION

Robbery is defined as the felonious and forcible taking of the property of another
against their will by violence or by putting them in fear. The element of personal
confrontation is always present in this crime. Under the Uniform Crime Reporting
Program, all assaults or attempts to rob are included. Robberies are reported in four
general categories - gun; knife or cutting instrument; hands, fists, feet, etc.; and other
dangerous weapons. As a general rule, robbery differs from larceny in that it is aggravated

' by the element of force or the threat of force.

Robbery, as a crime of violence, has a serious impact on the victim. In many
instances, serious injury resuits. Oftentime, along with physical injury or without, the
victim suffers mental disturbance. Such damage is immeasurable. This is emphasized
when the attempt to rob results in the death of the victim. Of course, in this case, the
robbery would not be scored since the more serious offense, murder, would be reported
and the robbery would serve as the motive. The placing of a dollar value, however, on the

damage resulting from this type of offense is an attempt to measure that which is
immeasurable.

ROBBERY SUMMARY
1985
A total of 715 Robbery Offenses were reported for 1985.

Robberies comprised 22.2 percent of the total for the Violent Crime category and 1.7
percent of the total Crime Index Offenses.

November recorded the highest number of Robberies with 79 offenses.

The total dollar value for Robbery offenses was $448,971, an average of $628 for
each offense.

A total of 266 Robberies were cleared by arrest or exceptional clearance, a
clearance rate of 37.2 percent. Adults were involved in 236 of the clearances.

There were 365 persons arrested for Robbery offenses; 329 of those arrested were
males, 46 were under 18, and 285 were white.

ROBBERY BY TYPE OF WEAPON

January — December 1965

T Weapon Number Percent
ype of Wesp of Offenses Distribution
" Gun ' 256 35.8%
Knife/Sharp Instrument 101 14.1%
Other Dangerous Weapon 39 5.5%
Strong Arm—Hands, Fists, Feet, Etc. 319 44.6%
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FELONIOUS ASSAULT

DEFINITION

Felonious Assault, as defined under the West Virginia Uniform Crime Reporting
Program, is an attempt or offer with unlawful force or violence, to do serious physical
injury to another. Attempts are included since it is not necessary that any injury resuit
when a gun, knife, or other weapon is used which would result in serious physical injury if -
the crime were successfully completed.

The use or attempted use of a dangerous weapon in an assault or the serious injury
inflicted by hands, fists, or feet separates this offense from those assaults categorized as
“simple” and not felonious in nature.

The victim of an actual assault of this type may suffer serious injury or permanent
disability and all assaults to kill and attempts to kill are recorded in this area. As with

murder, the use of weapons to inflict these serious injuries make this offense a subject for
analysis.

FELONIOUS ASSAULT SUMMARY
1985
A total of 2,089 Felonious Assault Offenses were reported for 1985.

Felonious Assaults comprised 64.4 percent of the total for the Violent Crime
category and 4.9 percent of the total Crime Index Offenses.

June recorded the highest number of Felonious Assaults with 213 offenses.
There were 106.9 Felonious Assaults per 100,000 population in West Virginia.

A total of 1,523 Felonious Assaults were cleared by arrest or exceptional clearance,
a clearance rate of 73.6 percent. Adults were involved in 1,422 of the clearances.

There were 1,287 persons arrested for Felonious Assault offenses; 1,152 of those
arrested were males, 40 were under 18, and 1089 were white.

FELONIOUS ASSAULT BY TYPE OF WEAPON

January — December 1985

Type of Weapon Number Percent

of Offenses Distribution
Gun 299 14.5%
Knife/Sharp Instrument 377 18.2%
Other Dangerous Weapon 352 17.0%
Hands, Fists, Feet, Etc.—Aggravated . 1,041 50.3%
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BREAKING AND ENTERING

DEFINITION

Under this Program, Breaking and Entering is defined as an unlawful entry or
attempted forcible entry of any structure to commit a felony or larceny.

Data collection for this offense is further categorized as to forcible entries, unlawful
entries where no force is used, and attempted entries.

As with other non-violent crimes, the motive of personal gain coupled with the
element of opportunity, results in the commission of this offense by both the amateur and
the professional perpetrator. Only the absence of confrontation and the use of force
separate this crime from Robbery of the violent crime group. However, detection during
commission many times results in a confrontation of the victim by the perpetrator

demonstrating why this offense is considered the most serious of the non-violent crime
group.

The volume of this offense presents the police with a serious enforcement problem
made more difficult in many areas by the lack of sufficient personnel to act as a deterrent
and to provide successful sotutions of these crimes.

BREAKING AND ENTERING SUMMARY
1985
A total of 11,634 Breaking and Entering offenses were reported for 1985.

Breaking and Entering comprised 29.6 bercent of the total for the Non-Violent
Crime category and 27.3 percent of the total Crime Index Offenses.

March recorded the highest number of Breaking and Enterings with 1,065 offenses.
There were 600.9 Breaking and Enterings per 100,000 population in West Virginia.

Breaking and Enterings of residences accounted for 6,674 of the total offenses;
6,553 of the total offenses were at night.

The total dollar value for Breaking and Entering offenses was $8,026,099, an
average of $690 for each offense.

A total of 2,322 Breaking and Enterings were cleared by arrest or exceptional
clearance, aclearance rate of 20.0 percent. Adults were involved in 1,826 of the clearances.

There were 2,418 persons arrested for Breaking and Entering offenses; 2,299 of
those arrested were males, 757 were under 18, and 2,196 were white.

BREAKING & ENTERING BY TYPE OF ENTRY

January — December 1985

Type of Entry Number Percent

of Offenses Distribution
Forcible Entry 8,897 76.5%
Unlawful Entry — No Force , 2,032 17.5%
Attempted Forcible Entry 705 6.0%
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LARCENY-THEFT

DEFINITION

Larceny-Theft is the unlawful taking or stealing of articles of value without the use
of force, violence, or fraud. It includes crimes such as'shoplifting, pocket-picking, purse-
snatching, thefts from autos, and the theft of auto parts and accessories. Motor Vehicle

Theft is excluded from this category for crime reporting purposes, inasmuch as it is a
separate Crime Index Offense.

Larceny offenses cleared by police arrest are dramatically affected by the nature of
the crime. As with other Non-Violent Crimes, opportunity and stealth, working in favor of
the perpetrator and against police detection, reduce solutions for this offense.

As with other offenses against property, Larceny is primarily a crime of opportunity.

Types of Larcenies will differ in volume depending upon the opportunity for theft offered
in a given area.

When average value is applied to the reported crimes in this category, the dollar loss
to victims was $323. It is true that a portion of goods stolen was recovered and returned to
the victims, but the relatively low percentage of crimes cleared by arrest, and the lack of
specific identification characteristics on such property indicates these recoveries will not
materially reduce the overall loss. In addition, many offenses in this category, particularly
_ where the value of goods stolen is small, never come to police attention.

LARCENY-THEFT SUMMARY
1985 '
A total of 24,520 Larceny-Theft offenses were reported for 1985.

Larceny-Theft comprised 62.4 percent of the total for the Non-Violent Crime
category and 57.6 percent of the total Crime Index Offenses.

August recorded the highest number of Larceny-Thefts with 2,262 offenses.
There were 1,266.5 Larceny-Thefts per 100,000 population in West Virginia.
Larceny-Thefts from automobiles accounted for 5,429 (22.1%) of the total offenses.

The total dollar value for Larceny-Theft offenses was $7,921,710, an average of $323
for each offense; of the total offenses, 8,350 were $50 to $200 in value.

A total of 5,859 Larceny-Thefts were cleared by arrest or exceptional clearance, a
clearance rate of 23.9 percent. Aduilts were involved in 4,886 of the clearances.

There were 5,736 persons arrested for Larceny-Theft offenses; 4,151 of those
arrested were males, 1,242 were under 18, and 4,969 were white.
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MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

DEFINITION

In Uniform Crime Reporting, Motor Vehicle Theft includes all thefts of a motor
vehicle: This includes all vehicles which can be registered as a motor vehicle in this State.
This definition excludes taking a motor vehicle for temporary use, such as family situation
or unauthorized use by others having lawful access to the vehicle, such as chauffeurs, etc.

The crime of Motor Vehicle Theft has been labeled primarily as a crime of
opportunity. The youthful offender finds the motor vehicle easily accessible for

transportation for any purpose. The remaining thefts are mainly for the purpose of resale,
theft of parts, and for use in committing other crimes.

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT SUMMARY
1985
A total of 3,170 Motor Vehicle Theft offenses were reported for 1985.

Motor Vehicle Theft comprised 8.1 percent of the total for the Non-Violent Crime
category and 7.5 percent of the total Crime Index Offenses.

September recorded the highest number of Motor Vehicle Thefts with 312 offenses.
There were 163.7 Motor Vehicle Thefts per 100,000 population in West Virginia.

The total dollar value for Motor Vehicle Theft offenses was $14,452,466, an average
of $4,559 for each offense.

A total of 845 Motor Vehicle Thefts were cleared by arrest or exceptional clearance,
a clearance rate of 26.7 percent. Adults were involved in 691 of the clearances.

There were 532 persons arrested for Motor Vehicle Theft offenses; 487 of those
arrested were males, 216 were under 18, and 500 were white.

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT BY TYPE OF MOTOR VEHICLE

January — December 1985 )

Type of Motor Vehicle . Number Percent

of Offenses Distribution
Autos 1,851 58.4%
Trucks and Buses 917 28.9%
Other Vehicles 402 12.7%
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WEST VIRGINIA ARREST DATA



WEST VIRGINIA ARREST INFORMATION

The West Virginia Uniform Crime Reporting Program requires the monthly
reporting of data concerning persons arrested in the state. A record of total arrest activity
for criminal acts in both Part | and Part |l crime classes is received from 319 county, state
and municipal law enforcement agencies and is analyzed and arranged according to age,
sex, race and ethnic origin of persons arrested. Traffic arrests, except Driving While
Intoxicated, are not reported. A total of 64,429 arrests for Part | and Part Il criminal
offenses were reported during 1985. This was a decrease of 2,395 arrests over the 1984
figure of 66,824. Based on population estimates, there was a statewide arrest rate of 33.28
arrests per 1,000 persons in West Virginia. The arrest rate in 1984 was 34.23.

Since 1984, the number of persons arrested for Part | and Part Il offenses has
decreased 3.6 percent while the arrest rate has decreased 2.8 percent.

A person is counted on the monthly arrest report each time he or she is arrested or
summoned. It should be kept in mind that the volume of arrests may vary from time to time
due to the differences in local arrest procedures and policies. It should be noted that a
person may be arrested several times during a given month for the same or different
offenses. This occurs frequently for such crimes as drunkenness, disorderly conduct and
similar offenses. A juvenile is counted as “arrested” when the circumstances are such that
it he or she were an adult, an arrest would be counted or when police or other official action
beyond a mere interview, warning or admonishment is taken.

These arrest figures do not indicate the actual number of individual persons
arrested or summoned since, as has been pointed out, one person may be arrested several
times during the month. However, arrest information is useful in measuring the extent of
law enforcement activity in a given geographical area as well as providing an index fot

measuring the involvement in criminal acts by the age, sex, race and ethnic origin of the
perpetrators.

Of all reported arrests for 1985, 16.5 percent were for Part | Offenses (Murder,
Forcible Rape, Robbery, Felonious Assault, Breaking and Entering, Larceny - Theft and
Motor Vehicle Theft). Analysis of Part | arrests indicates that Larceny, as in past years,
comprised the highest percentage of all arrests for Part | crimes with 54.0 percent. The
“Drunkenness” category comprised 19.7 percent of the total arrests for Part Il Offenses.
This represented a decrease of 10.9 percent over 1984. There were 10,598 arrests for
drunkenness in 1985 compared with 12,310 in 1984.

Juveniles were involved in 8.6 percent of the arrests for both 1984 and 1985. Female
arrests were up 12.7 percent from 16.6 percent in 1984 to 18.7 percent in 1985.

Arrests by race show that 91.4 percent of the persons arrested were White while 8.6
were Negro. Hispanics comprised 0.1 percent of all persons arrested in 1985.

VIOLENT CRIME

Arrests for crimes of violence (Murder, Rape, Robbery and Felonious Assault) on a
statewide basis accounted for 18.1 percent of all arrests for Part | and 3.0 percent of the
~total arrests for all offenses. A further evaluation indicates that arrests for Felonious

Assault were the most frequent, representing 67.1 percent of the total arrests for violent
crimes, compared to 64.4 percent, in 1984.
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PROPERTY CRIME

Property crime arrests (Breaking and Entering, Larceny - Theft and Motor Vehicle

Theft) comprised 81.9 percent of all arrests for Part | offenses and 13.5 percent of all
arrests.

The highest percentage of property crime arrests, 66.0 percent, occurred in the
Larceny-Theft category.

NARCOTIC DRUG LAW ARRESTS

Information concerning arrests for narcotic drug law arrests is collected and
analyzed according to specific drug categories. During 1985, a total of 1,496 arrests were
made for narcotic drug law violations, a decrease of 11.9 percent arrests over 1984.
Evaluation of data reported for 1985 discloses that 23.1 percent of all persons arrested for
narcotic drug law violations were under 21 years of age. Moreover, 8.1 percent of those
arrested were under 18 years of age. Analysis of individual drug categories showed that
the highest percentage of arrests, 85.9 percent, involved marijuana. The lowest
percentage of arrests occurred in both the synthetic narcatic - manufactured and other
dangerous drugs category, amounting to 3.9 percent each. Further analysis shows .
that the arrests for sale/manufacturing of drugs accounted for 32.9 percent (492) and the
arrests for possession of drugs represented 67.1 percent (1,004).

GAMBLING ARRESTS

Arrests for gambling offenses during 1985 amounted to 0.3 percent of all reported
arrests for Part | and Part Il offenses. Of those arrested for gambling, 80.3 percent were
males. The highest percentage of arrests for gambling offenses, 16.6 percent, occurred in

the 25-29 age category. A total of 223 gambling arrests were reported during 1985, an
increase of 7.2 percent from the 1984 figure.

JUVENILE DISPOSITION DATA

Each police department must provide information regarding the disposition of
juveniles arrested by that department. The following summary is provided.

Handled within Department and Released 1,881
Referred to Juvenile Court or Probation Department 3,436
Referred to Welfare Agency 103
Referred to Other Police Agency 34
Referred to Criminal or Adult Court 81

Total 5,535
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POLICE EMPLOYEE DATA
1985

The Uniform’'Crime Reporting Program in West Virginia incorporates the
collection of pertinent data relating to the police of the state. Information regarding police
employee strength, distributions, assaults against law enforcement officers and
circumstances surrounding the killing of police officers are discussed in this section.

This information is submitted by county, municipal and state law enforcement
agencies and compiled on an annual basis. Specific information concerning the number
of law enforcement employees reflect the status as of October 31, 1985, and is limited to

municipal, county and state law enforcement agencies currently reporting to the West
Virginia UCR Program.

A total of 3,993 full-time law enforcement employees was reported by the agencies,
of which 2,792 were sworn personnel. This is a rate of 2.1 employees for each 1,000
inhabitants of the state and a rate of 1.4 officers for each 1,000 inhabitants.

The determination of police strength for any given area or municipality should be a
subject for serious consideration. Such consideration, however, should be based on the
numerous factors which create the need for police services. Some of these factors,
discussed elsewhere in this publication relate to size, density of population, geographic
location, character, and proximity to metropolitan areas. The information in this section
relates to reported police employee strength and should not be interpreted as
recommended strength for any given municipality. Such determinations should be made
after objectively evaluating the need for police services based on the above factors.

The personnel of each law enforcement agency differ as to the demands and
responsibilities placed before them. Many police officers are fully occupied with clerical
tasks and are not free to perform active police duties. This current upward trend in police
agencies to perform clerical duties is in line with the thinking of many police
administrators who recommend the use of civilians in this capacity, thus freeing the sworn
personnel for actual police related service. There were 1,201 civilians included in the total
full-time law enforcement employees for West Virginia.

Municipal police departments reported a total of 1,796 employees, of which 1,461
were sworn officers. This is a rate of 1.9 sworn officers for each 1 ,000 inhabitants
(municipal population only).

West Virginia’s 55 county sheriffs departments reported a total of 1,223 employees, .
of which 673 were sworn officers. This is a rate of 0.6 sworn officers for each 1,000
inhabitants (rural population only). '

In an attempt at comparisons of employment levels of individual sheriff's
departments with other agencies, consideration must be given to certain functions that are
particular to a sheriff's department. The functions of county sheriffs departments vary
widely throughout the state. The operation of one sheriff's department may be limited
exclusively to civil areas and the administration of the county jail, or they may be actively
involved in criminal matters throughout the county. These functions are usually

performed by sworn officers, thereby presenting a misleading picture of the actual
enforcement strength of the department.

The Department of Natural Resources reported atotal of 118 employees in their Law
Enforcement Division, of which 110 were sworn officers. Thisis arate of 0.1 sworn officers
for each 1,000 inhabitants (rural population only).

The West Virginia State Police reported a total of 856 employees, of which 548 were

sworn oficers. This is a rate of 0.5 sworn officers for each 1,000 inhabitants (rural
population only).
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LAW ENFORCEMENT EMPLOYEE DATA

1985
POLICE CIVILIAN

AGENCY MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL TOTAL
COUNTY SHERIFFS 629 44 673 329 221 . 550 1,223
CITY POLICE T 1,412 49 1,461 14 221 335 1,796
DEPARTMENTS
DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL 107 3 110 0 8 8 118.
RESOURCES
STATE POLICE 540 8 548 102 206 308 856

" TOTAL NUMBER OF LAW ENFORCEMENT EMPLOYEES 3,993

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
KILLED AND ASSAULTED
1985

The killing of a police officer has an effect on society which reaches far beyond
the overt act. Such occurrences constitute an immediate threat to the well being of the
community and a serious breach of the internal security of the country. Today, a young
man who considers a career in law enforcement must also consider the very strong
possibility of being killed or assaulted by a member of the very same society he is sworn to
protect. This deplorable situation should be a subject of serious public concern, for in
truth, an attack on a police officer is an attack on society. The violence directed against law

enforcement officers acting in the line of duty is clearly demonstrated by the following
summary information:

Patrolman John R. Tucker, of the Fort Gay Police Department was shot and killed
on April 20, 1985, while conducting a radar check.

Trooper J. D. Harris, Buckhannon State Police Detachment, was killed in an auto
accident, on July 11, 1985, while responding to a burglar alarm.

A total of 174 Assaults on Law Enforcement
Officers were reported in 1985, of which 48, or 27.6
percent resulted in personal injury to the officer.

For every 1000 arrests, there were 2.6 Assaults,
and for each 100 sworn officers there were 6.2 Assaults.

Personal weapons (hands, fists, feet, etc.) were
used in 152 of the Assaults.

A total of 168 of the Assaults were cleared, a
clearance rate of 96.5 percent.
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ANALYSIS OF ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
1972-1985

YEAR  £ASSAULTS  %CHANGE

1972 300
1973 223 -26%
1974 222 -0.4%
1975 178 -20%
1976 265 +49%
1977 o 287 +8%
1978 177 -38%
1979 194 +10%

. 1980 192 -1%
1981 269 +40%
1982 218 -19%
1983 265 +22%
1984 195 -26%
1985 172 -12%



WEST VIRGINIA
OFFENSE DATA

COUNTY-STATE-MUNICIPAL — DNR '
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The computer generated output tables contained within this section were designed
to facilitate quick reference of statistical crime information relative to the different
reporting areas of the State of West Virginia. The data contained in each of the series of
reports will be detailed on a page preceding each listing.

Each of the three reports are listed in county name sequence. Within each coun'ty.
information is further detailed to show the activity experienced by reporting area, agency

type and contributor. The general identifying descriptions which indicate the reporting
areas are listed and defined as follows:

(Name) County Total—This line indicates the total activity of all reporting agencies within
the indicated county. It may be expressed mathematically as:

County Total = Municipal + State Police + Sheriff + Department of Natural Resources
or

County Total = Municipal + Rural

Rural—This line indicates the total activity that was reported by rural law enforcement
agencies within the indicated reporting area. It may be expressed mathematically as:

Rural = State + Sheriff + Department of Natural Resources

Sheritf—This line indicates the total activity reported by sheritf's offices within the
indicated reporting area.

State Police—This line indicates the total activity reported by all State Police Detachments
within the indicated reporting area. It may be expressed mathematically as:

State Police = State Police Detachment 1 + SPD2 + SPD3 +

Department of Natural Resources—For purposes of these computer generated reports,
activity for the Department of Natural Resources is included with activity for the Sheriff's

offices. A separate summary of DNR activity for each district appears in a later section of
this report.

MUNICIPAL--This line indicates the total activity reported by all municipal taw

enforcement agencies within the indicated reporting area. It may be expressed
mathematically as:

Municipal = Municipality 1 + M2 + M3 +

(CRty Name) Police Department—This line indicates the total activity reported by the
individually specific police department.

For comparative purposes, each reporting agency or area identified on the report
details the activity experienced for the calendar year of 1985 and 1984 respectively. Also,
the numerical difference and the percent change between the two years has been
calculated and displayed on separate lines. All amounts are signed with a plus (+) or minus
(<) sign to indicate whether the quantity has increased or decreased from 1984 to 1985. An
asterisk (*) appearing on the percent change line indicates that due to no activity being
reported for either 1985 or 1984, calculation of percent change was impossible.

It should be noted that statistics gathered under the Uniform Crime Reporting
Program are submitted by the law enforcement agencies of West Virginia and project a
state-wide view of crime. Awareness of the presence of certain crime factors, which may
influence the resulting volume and type of statistics presented, is necessary if fair and
equitable conclusions are to be drawn. These crime influencing factors are present, to
some degree, in every community and their presence affects, in varying degrees, the crime
experience of that community. Attempts at comparison of crime figures between
communities should not be made without first considering the individual factors presentin
each community.
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CRIME INDEX REPORT

The tabulations in this section indicate the volume and distribution of crime in West
Virginia on the basis of a crime rate.

The Uniform Crime Reporting Program utilizes seven crime classifications to
establish a rate to measure the trend and distribution of crime. The number of actual
offenses of murder, forcible rape, robbery, felonious assauit, burglary, larceny and motor
vehicie theft are reflected in this report. The number of actual offenses of manslaughter
and assaults (not aggravated) are not index offenses, thus counts of these offenses are not

considered in this report. Arson, the eighth Crime Index Offense, is examined in a separate
section.

Each heading contained in this report is defined below.

Population—Estimated population of the indicated reporting area. This
information, representative of the year 1985, was provided through the assistance
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the United States Bureau of Census.

Total Offenses—This is the sum total of the seven Index Offenses.
Total Cleared—The sum total of the seven Index Offense cleared.

Percent Cleared—The percentage of Index Offenses cleared by arrest or excep-
tional clearance.

The mathematical formula may be expressed as follows:

Total Index Offenses Cleared
Percent Cleared = x 100
Total Actual Index Offenses Reported

Crime Rate—This is sometimes referred to as a victim risk rate and is representative
of the number of Index Offenses per 1,000 population.

Example - A crime rate of 10.00 would imply that 10.00 persons of each 1,000
population were the victim of an Index Offense.

The mathematical formula for calculating the crime rate of any reporting area may
be expressed as follows:

1,000
Area Population

Crime Rate = = Reciprocal* x Total Actual Offenses

Total Actual Offenses
Crime Rate = x1,000
Area Population

*Reciprocals developed to five (5) decimal places.

The remaining columns of the report indicate the number of actual Index Offenses
reported by category.

A separate section is provided to summarize offense and arrest data for the
Department of Natural Resources on a District basis. This section is provided
because Department of Natural Resources data is included in the category of
Sheriff on the proceeding computer printed pages.
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PART | ARRESTS BY CHARGE AND AGENCY TYPE

The report in this section details the number of persons arrested for Part | Offenses
for the reporting periods of 1984 and 1985. Definitions for each of the Part | Offenses may
be found in this book in the Table of Co

ntents under the category entitled “Classification
of Offenses.”
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